
 

Planning Virtual Memorials Checklist 
With families and friends unable to gather as usual, how can we honor and celebrate 
loved ones who’ve died? This checklist can help you plan a meaningful virtual 
memorial. (If you’re feeling completely overwhelmed, I do have limited availability  
to work one-on-one providing support services. Email me directly to learn more.) 

◻ Identify your helpers 
Losing your loved one is hard enough. Recognize you need assistance and ask for 
support. Perhaps a tech-savvy friend sets up your online event and a neighbor chooses 
the poems to read aloud. Well-meaning friends are usually grateful to be told exactly 
what to do and how to help. 

◻ Create a helpful pause 
Do not feel any urgency to plan a virtual memorial service before you’re ready.  
Create a helpful pause by letting family and friends know you’re deciding next steps  
and you’ll be back in touch when you know more.  

◻ Plan and send invitations 
Discuss expectations before you put details in writing. There will likely be differing 
opinions on how many people to invite and whether the event should be secular  
or religious. After decisions are made, you’re ready to design the invitation.  
Canva  has wonderful templates. 

◻ Gather video tributes 
Watching video tributes can be just as comforting as listening to in-person eulogies.  
If you need help collecting and editing videos, be sure to check out Tribute.  

◻ Design the program 
Add wording that reflects this unprecedented moment in time. Include a reminder about 
muting microphones during the service and encourage guests to stay online afterward  
for a virtual reception and/or receiving line. Gruveo is a helpful tool. 
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