
 

Photos & More: Preservation Tips 
Many of our most precious memories are bound in photographs, scrapbooks,  
VHS tapes, 35mm slides, and so much more. The tips below are designed to help 
preserve these important tethers to the past. (For information about safeguarding 
clothing, dishes, glassware, table linens, and other sentimental pieces, please see 
my course “Objects & Heirlooms: Clearing Clutter & Staying Connected.”) 

 
◻ Preservation Tips 101 

I know it’s tempting, but don’t write dates and locations on the front or back of photos. 
Pressure from a pen or pencil can cause permanent damage. Also, it’s never a good idea 
to organize photos using paper clips or rubber bands. These can cause dents and tears.  

◻ Paper Storage 
Pick the right size acid-free container. Chemicals found in different types of paper can 
cause discoloration and disintegration. Also, photographs shouldn’t be squished or have 
too much room. Photos that have too much room can bang around and get damaged.  

◻ Digital Storage 
Give each photo a descriptive file name so you can easily find it in the future. After that, 
create folders on your computer where you’ll store all of the photos. Use easy to remember 
folder names such as  “Mark’s college graduation” or “1972 Family Reunion.” 

◻ Slides & Negatives 
If you’re storing negatives in paper envelopes, choose acid-free paper to protect images. 
However, I have discovered negative sleeves made of polypropylene and/or polyethylene 
are best. These materials protect images from dust and humidity.  

◻ HELPFUL RESOURCES 
Best scanners and apps for photos, negatives, and slides (New York Times article) 
Removing photos from sticky albums (Smithsonian Institution Archives) 
Photograph conservation services (Regional Alliance for Preservation) 
 

 

Click on the icons to connect with me! 

     

Copyright © 2020 Allison Gilbert. All rights reserved. For personal use only. No part of this work may be reproduced in whole or in part  
in any manner without the permission of the copyright owner. Contact allison@allisongilbert.com. 

https://www.allisongilbert.com/courses/#objects-heirlooms
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/19/technology/personaltech/how-to-rescue-repair-and-revive-old-family-photos.html
https://siarchives.si.edu/blog/how-get-out-sticky-situation
http://rap-arcc.org/services/photograph-conservation-services
https://www.facebook.com/agilbertwriter
https://twitter.com/agilbertwriter
https://www.instagram.com/agilbertwriter/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/agilbertwriter/
https://www.youtube.com/user/AllisonGilbertNY

